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Johnson was solid, dependable, and 

reliable. He helped to energize the Afri-
can American community during the 
height of the civil rights movement. 
During the struggle for equality, he 
published the images of the murder of 
Emmett Till, which galvanized the 
civil rights movement. His magazines 
have been an anchor for African Ameri-
cans and continue to do that today. 

His contribution to the African 
American community and to American 
life was unique and significant, and to-
night we all salute the memory of John 
Johnson. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. 
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Mr. MCDERMOTT addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Indiana (Ms. CARSON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. CARSON addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. CUMMINGS addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. EDDIE BERNICE 
JOHNSON) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas addressed the House. Her re-
marks will appear hereafter in the Ex-
tensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Michigan (Ms. KIL-
PATRICK) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. KILPATRICK of Michigan ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands (Mrs. 
CHRISTENSEN) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN addressed the 
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

JUDGES AND OUR CONSTITUTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. FRANKS) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speak-
er, I appreciate the opportunity to 
speak tonight regarding some very sig-
nificant things that are happening in 
our country today. We are in a critical 
time in our history when we have two 
U.S. Supreme Court vacancies and 
when we have a nominee like Judge 
John G. Roberts put forth by the Presi-
dent for Chief Justice of the United 
States. 

Mr. Speaker, tonight I want to talk 
about the importance of having people 
on the courts who will read the Con-
stitution for what it says, because I be-
lieve that it goes to the very heart of 
this Republic. 

Our Founding Fathers, those who 
fought in the Revolution, did so be-
cause they wanted a rule of law and 
not a rule of men. Mr. Speaker, I be-
lieve with all of my heart that the his-
torical moments that we are in will 
dictate whether or not that revolution 
is affirmed or vitiated, and I hope with 
all of my heart that the President, that 
the U.S. Senate and that this body will 
do everything that they can to make 
sure that we find people who will have 
fidelity to the Constitution and will 
read those words that our Founding 
Fathers so meticulously put down for 
what they say and not for what a lib-
eral activist judge might wish them to 
say. 

Mr. Speaker, the reason we write 
constitutional words down, the reason 
we write words down in agreements, in 
constitutions, or declarations is be-
cause we want to preserve their intent. 
We want to preserve the agreement be-
tween the parties. We also want to 
make sure that no one can distort 
them in the future. And I will say more 
about that later; but, Mr. Speaker, 
there is going to be a great battle in 
the body next to us, because the liberal 
activists in that body will do every-
thing they can to stop the confirma-
tion of John G. Roberts or anyone who 
is committed to the rule of law, anyone 
who is committed to the original in-
tent of the Constitution. 

I am convinced that no matter what 
the President does in the next nomina-
tion, no matter what he does, they will 
attack the next nominee with equal 
force. It occurs to me that it is just im-
portant for us to encourage the Presi-
dent, to encourage the Senate to ap-
point and confirm people that will read 
the Constitution regardless of the out-
rage that the liberal activists put 
forth. 

There is an old rhyme that says: ‘‘No 
one gains when freedom fails. The best 
of men rot in filthy jails. And those 
who cried appease, appease, are 
shocked by those they tried to please.’’ 
And that is really the scenario before 
us. No matter how the efforts are made 
to appease those that want to use the 
judiciary to impose liberal activist no-
tions on the people as a whole, no mat-
ter how we try to appease them, they 
are going to attack. I just hope that we 
see people that will firmly read the 
Constitution for what it says and will 

do what is right no matter what. And I 
pray the President can steel his heart 
and that the Senators that stand for 
the rule of law will steel their own and 
that we will make sure that we find 
people on that Court that will do what 
is right. 

You know, popularity sometimes 
overrules principle; but in this case I 
do not think it is going to, because 
popularity has always been history’s 
pocket change. It is courage that is 
history’s true currency, and I pray that 
for the President and for the U.S. Sen-
ate. 

I use one example to start out this 
evening to relate how an out-of-control 
liberal judiciary affects our Nation. 
Just last week, an activist Federal 
judge once again ignored the law and 
the great traditions of this Nation to 
declare that the Pledge of Allegiance of 
the United States of America is uncon-
stitutional. Now, Mr. Speaker, this 
speaks to the desperate need that I 
have outlined here to confirm judges 
who will apply the law, judges like 
John G. Roberts. Mr. Speaker, Mr. 
Roberts is a man that will read the 
Constitution for what it says, and the 
Pledge of Allegiance should have no 
fear with him as Chief Justice. 

Last week’s ridiculous ruling and de-
cision by Jimmy Carter-appointee and 
Federal liberal judge Lawrence K. 
Karlton is an outrage and a breath-
taking example of arrogance on the 
part of a bigoted tyranny of liberal ex-
tremists on the Federal bench. In this 
decision, this activist judge cited as 
binding the Ninth Circuit Court of Ap-
peals ruling that said that the vol-
untary recitation of the Pledge vio-
lates ‘‘the children’s right to be free 
from a coercive requirement to affirm 
God.’’ 

In 2003, the United States Supreme 
Court dismissed for lack of standing 
that preposterous 2002 ruling by the 
Ninth Circuit, and that is the one we 
all know that found the Pledge uncon-
stitutional. Michael Newdow, a self- 
professed atheist, did not even have 
custody of his daughter when he sued 
on her behalf. What is more, Mr. 
Speaker, his daughter did not even ob-
ject to reciting the pledge in the first 
place. So when the Supreme Court va-
cated this obscene ruling, the late 
Chief Justice William Rehnquist con-
curred, and he so eloquently put forth 
the very simple truth of this matter. 
He said that the phrase ‘‘under God’’ 
does not change the Pledge into a reli-
gious idiom and it ‘‘cannot possibly 
lead to the establishment of religion or 
anything like it.’’ 

b 2015 

The late Chief Justice listed many 
references to Presidents invoking God, 
going all the way back to the very first 
one, George Washington. He cited other 
events as well that, ‘‘strongly suggest 
that our Nation and our national cul-
ture allows public recognition of our 
Nation’s religious history and char-
acter.’’ 
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